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EPIDEMIOLOGY TUBERCULOSIS 


In the Weekly Bulletin of June 20, 1942, tables per- 
taining to the epidemiology of tuberculosis as pre- 


pared by the Bureau of Epidemiology were published. 


These four tables covered new cases of tuberculosis 


reported during 1941 according to the reporting 


agency by status of infection at the time of the report, 
laboratory reports according to institutions where 
patients were confined at the time of report, type of 


infection by individual groups, and according to occu- 


pations by sex. 

In this issue of the Weekly Bulletin, tables pertain- 
ing to tubereulosis cases reported in 1941 are con- 
tinued. These cover length of residence in California, 
reports by counties and age groups and reports cover- 
ing age by race and sex, and reports of tuberculosis in 
1941 by counties with status of infection and results 
of laboratory tests. 

It is recognized that the reporting of tuberculosis 
in, California is not complete, but a sufficient number 
of reports is received each year to provide epidemio- 
logical data that are of value to health officers. It is 


hoped that reporting agencies will recognize the value 


of these reports and that efforts will be made to pro- 
vide all possible information that will serve as weap- 
ons in the active campaign that is waged against this 
preventable disease. 

It is interesting to note that 6.4 per cent of all cases 
of tuberculosis reported in California last year were 
in individuals who had been in the State for less than 
one year, and that 13:8 per cent had been in the State 
less than four years. The migration of patients suf- 
fering from tuberculosis in the hopes of receiving 
benefits through California’s climatic conditions seems 


to be dwindling. More and more tuberculosis becomes 
a unified problem throughout the United States, and 


it is believed, generally, that the tuberculosis problem 


in this State is not vastly different from similar prob- 
lems encountered in other States. Certainly, the 
factor of residence is insignificant in California. 

It is apparent also that the incidence of tubereu- 
losis in the higher age groups is increasing. It will be 
noted that 37.65 per cent of cases reported in 1941 
were in individuals between the ages of 30 and 49, and 
20.9 per cent of the cases were in individuals more 
than 50 years old. This means that nearly two-thirds 


of all cases reported were in individuals 30 years — 


of age and over. Cases in the age group 20 to 29 
years constituted 22.9 per cent of the total. Among 
cases of tuberculosis reported in California during 
1941, 61.49 per cent were in males, and 38. 51 per cent 
in females. There were very few cases reported 
among children of preschool age—but 1.56 per cent of 
the total. Cases among children of school age consti- 
tuted 11.79 per cent of the total. 

Out of 7,310 cases tabulated by race for 1941, 70.53 
per cent were among members of the white race and 
16.2 per cent were among Mexicans. The proportion 
of tuberculosis cases among white males was much 
ereater than among white females, the percentages 
being 43.82 per cent and 26.72 per cent respectively. 
It is interesting to note that according to the 1930 
census, 88.8 per cent of the population of California 
was white, and 6.5 per cent of the population was 
Mexican. The Mexican population of California was 


not enumerated in the 1940 Census. It would appear | 


by comparison that tuberculosis is very much more 
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prevalent among Mexicans in to 
numbers than it is among members of the white race. 

Out of the 7,310 reports of tuberculosis analyzed in 
California last year, 34.75 per cent were of the far 
advanced type, 26.4 moderately advanced, 14.23 mini- 
mal, and in 23.06 per cent of reports received, the 


_ Status of infection was not reported. In 2,425 re- 
ported cases, 33.17 per cent of the total, indicated © 


positive sputum and in 1,251 or 17.11 per cent of the 


total, negative sputum tests were reported. It is 


unfortunate that more cases are not reported in early 
stages of the disease. Public health officers expect 


and desire reports in earlier mages than these records 


indicate. 


PSITTACINE BIRDS BANNED IN GEORGIA 


The Georgia State Department of Public Health has 
adopted a regulation which prohibits the importation, 


purchase, breeding, giving away, sale or offer for sale | 


of birds of the psittacine family. The regulation be- 
eame effective July 17th and the California State De- 
partment of Public Health, accordingly, issues no 
shipping certificates for psittacine birds to Georgia. 
Under the approval of the State Health Officer, 
however, the importation and breeding of psittacine 
birds for scientific research or exhibiting in publie 


zoological gardens may be permitted subject to the 


approval of the State Health Officer. 


The regulation defines birds of the psittacine family, 


in the meaning of the regulation, as any parrot, par- 


-rakeet, love bird, macaw, cockatoo, lory, lorikeet, or 


any other bird of the parrot or psittacine family not 
specifically enumerated. 


LOS ANGELES COUNTY WANTS PUBLIC 
HEALTH NURSES 


The Los Angeles County Civil Service Commission 
has announced an open competitive examination for 
public health nurse. The last day for receiving ap- 
plications is August 24, 1942, at 4.00 p.m. The three- 
year county residence requirement is waived in this 
examination. Candidates must be at least 21 years 
old and not over 55 years at the date of the examina- 
tion. Candidates must be registered nurses and ecerti- 
fied public health nurses in California. The examina- 
tion will be held in Los Angeles, but the commission 
may also arrange to hold the examination in other 
parts of the State if justified by the number of appli- 
eations. Inquiries relative to the examination and 
requests for application forms should be made to the 
Office of the Civil Service Commission at 102 Hall of 
Records, 220 North Broadway, Los Angeles. 


HANDBOOK FOR THE HARD OF HEARING 
READY 


The California State Department of Education, 
acting jointly with the California State Department of 
Public Health, has issued a Handbook of Information 


for the Hard of Hearing Adult, which contains con- 


siderable information of value to health officers an 
public health nurses. The handbook was compiled 
and arranged by Charles G. Bluett, Training Officer of 
the Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation of the Staie 
Department of Education. 

Dr. Harold Fletcher of San Francisco Aiiiiiiee the 


medical aspects of impaired hearing, and others dis- 


cuss prevention of hearing impairments, the use of 
artificial aids to hearing, rehabilitation through lip 
reading, voice and speech control, and research work 
among hard of hearing individuals. 

The publication contains a foreword by Walter F. 
Dexter, State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Health officers, public health nurses, and other in- 
dividuals interested in the public health aspects of 
impaired hearing may obtain copies by writing to the 
State Department of Public Health at 666 Phelan 
Building, San Francisco. 


DEATH COMES TO INYO HEALTH OFFICER 


Dr. Harvey W. Crook of Bishop, Health Officer of 
Inyo County died August 2d. He had served as 
health officer of his county for many years and en- 
joyed the respect and confidence of staff members of 


3 the State Department of Public Health who will miss 


his services in the solution of many important public 
health problems within the area where he had worked 
for so many years. 


MICHIGAN BARS PSITTACINE BIRDS 


The Michigan State Health Department on July 
17th adopted a resolution that prohibits any person 
bringing into or importing into the State of Michigan 
any bird of the psittacine family, except when such 
birds are to be used for scientific study aimed at im-. 
proving the health of the people, such importation of 


 psittacine birds for scientific study to be permitted 


only upon the approval of the State Commissioner 0 
Health following a written application for such 
importation. 


What an exciting super-tomorrow it will be! 
Americans are today making the greatest scientific 
developments in our history. That is a promise of new 
levels of employment, industrial activity and human 
happiness.—Clarence Francis. 


i ‘ 
* 
Be 
$ 
og 
* ‘ 
Te ~* 
ab “th. 
‘ 
2 
4 
x 
toe 
* 
| 
& 
4 
om 
‘ 
Gr 
mt 
a J ~ 
a 
| 
oR 
; 
¢ 
” 
' 
. 
4 
ight 
> bad 
4, we 
a4 4 
2 
> 
ie 
. 
‘ 
i 
$ 
‘ 


Weekly Bulletin, California Department of Public Health, August 15, 1942 | 119 


__ DISHWASHING INSTRUCTIONS 


The Maryland State Department of Public Health 
has taken cognizance of the greater number of people 
who now eat one or more meals a day away from 
home, and recognizes that poorly washed dishes and 


tableware may harbor disease organisms. The depart- 


ment has issued instructions to dishwashers which 


require the clean scraping of dishes from leftover 


food, rinsing in running water, washing and steriliz- 
ing. 
For actual dishwashing, the department advises : 


1. Wash dishes thoroughly using clean hot — 
with soap or dishwashing powder. 


2. Rinse in plenty of clean hot. water. 


3. Dip in chlorine solution made by adding 1 tea- 
spoonful of any commercial laundry bleach to 1 


gallon of hot water, or into scalding water 180 


degrees Fahrenheit for at least one minute. 
Place on rack to drain. Dry without use of 
towels. 


PENNY MILK PROGRAM 


The penny milk program, which enables children in 
communities of 10,000 population and under, to pur- 


chase milk at one cent a glass has started operations 
in California under the Agricultural Marketing Ad- 


ministration, Room 709, 821 Market Street, San Fran- 
cisco. This program which has been used successfully 
in other States has been applied in small towns of Los 
Angeles, Kern, Tulare, Fresno and San Joaquin coun- 
ties. Information relative to the program may be 
obtained by application to the Agricultural Marketing 
Administration at the above address. The program is 
of value in the organization of community school 
lunches. 


We American writers have one of the great stories 
of the world to tell, if we have the wit to tell it truly. 
There is no surer way that I know, of fitting ourselves 
for the future, than by gaining an understanding of 
what the ordinary eitizen, who has to work for his 
living, has been doing and thinking and hoping 
through the course of formal history.—Walter D. 
Kdmonds. 


REVISED LIST OF REPORTABLE DISEASES 


Reportable Only: 


Anthrax 

Botulism—if commercial product notify State 
Department of Health at once. 

Coccidioidal Granuloma 


Dengue—keep patient in mosquito-free room. 
Epilepsy 

Poisoning 
Glanders—report by phone or telegraph. 
Jaundice—infectious or epidemic types. 
Malaria—keep patient in mosquito-free room. 
Pneumonia—specify type of pneumococcus, if 

known. | 

Relapsing Fever 
Rheumatic Fever 
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever 
Tetanus 
Trichinosis 
Tularemia 
Undulant Fever 


Reportable and Subject to Isolation: 


Epidemic diarrhea of the newborn (in institu- 
tions) 
Chickenpox 
Dysentery—Amoebie 
Dysentery—Bacillary—specify type, if known. 
German Measles 
Influenza 
Measles 
Mumps 
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 
Psittacosis | 
Rabies—in animals. Use special card. 
Rabies—in humans. 
Septic Sore Throat (in epidemic form). 
Trachoma 
Tuberculosis—use special card. 
Whooping Cough 
Syphilis—use special card. 
Gonorrhea—use special eard. 
Chancroid—use special card. 
-Lymphopathia Venereum—use special card. 
Granuloma—Inguinale—use special card. 


Reportable and Subject to Quarantine and 
Placarding: 


Cholera—report by telephone or tains to State 
Department of Health. 
Diphtheria 


Encephalitis (Infectious)—specify type, if known. 


Note: This means all forms of acute encephalitis 
such as St. Louis type, equine type, and 
any other epidemic form occurring in 

California. 


Leprosy 

Meningitis (due to the meningococcus). 

Paratyphoid Fever—specify type A or B. 

Plague—report by telephone or telegraph to State 

Department of Health. 

Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis 

Searlet Fever 

Smallpox 

Typhoid Fever 

Typhus Fever 

Yellow Fever—report by telephone or telegraph to 
State Department of Health. 
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MORBIDITY* 


Complete Reports for Certain Diseases Recorded for Week 
Te August 8, 1942 


Chickenpox 


114 cases from the followine counties: Alameda 15, Butte 1, 
Fresno 5, Kern 2, Los Angeles 42, Marin 1, Orange 1, Sacramento 
2, San Bernardino 1, San Diego 10, San Francisco 10, San Joaquin 
14, San Luis Obispo 1, Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara 2, Solano 1, 
Sonoma 2, Stanislaus 2,  & 


German Measles 


77 cases from the following omarion: Alameda 14, Kings 2, Los 
Angeles 12, Marin 1, Modoc 1, Monterey 1, Orange 7, Sacramento 
1, San Bernardino 1, San Diego 10, San Francisco 17, San Joaquin 
es oo % Obispo 1, San Mateo 1, Santa Clara 2, Sonoma 2, 

entura 2. 


174 cases from the following counties: Alameda 17, Contra Costa 
1, El Dorado 1, Fresno 3, Kern 8, Los Angeles 66, Marin 2, Napa l, 
Orange 6, Riverside 1, San Bernardino 6, San Diego 12, San Fran- 
cisco 14, San Joaquin 12, San Luis Obispo 1, San Mateo 9, Santa 
Clara 6, Santa Cruz 1, Sonoma 2. Stanislaus 1, Ventura 3, ‘Yolo 1. 


Mumps 
308 cases from the following counties: Alameda 27, Colusa 1, 


Contra Costa 5, Fresno 22, Humboldt 3, Kern 4, Los Angeles 81, 


Madera 1, Orange 10, Sacramento 9, San Bernardino 4, San Diego 
73, San Francisco 19, San Joaquin 9, San Mateo 6, Santa Barbara 
4, Santa Clara 9, Santa Cruz l, Solano 4, Sonoma 4, Stanislaus 7, 
Tulare 4, Yuba 1. | | 


Scarlet Fever 


388 cases from the following counties: Contra Costa 1, Fresno l, 
Kern 2, Los Angeles 13, Mariposa 1, Monterey 1, Sacramento 1, 
San Diego 4, San Francisco 5, San Joaauin 3, San Mateo 2, 
Ventura 4. 


Whooping Cough 


208 cases from the following counties: Alameda 17, Contra Costa 
1, Fresno 10, Kern 17, Los Angeles 57, Marin 5, Orange 15, Placer 
4, Riverside 3, Sacramento 11; San Bernardino 7, San Diego 16, 
San Francisco 12, San Joaguin 11, San Luis Obispo 1, San Mateo 
1, Santa Clara 7, Sonoma 2, Stanislaus 4, Ventura 3, Yolo 1, 
Yuba 3. 


Diphtheria 


15 cases from the following counties: Kings + Los Angeles ‘ 
Sacramento 3, San Diego 5, San Francisco 1. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 


9 cases from the following counties: Contra Costa 1, Los Angeles 
6, Sacramento 1, Sonoma 1. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic) | 
One case from Yuba County. 


Epilepsy 
39 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 25, Merced 1, 
ona sgl 1, San Diego 5, San Francisco 2, San Joaquin 4. 
onoma 


Food Poisoning 
2 cases from the following counties: Contra Costa 1, Monterey 1. 


‘Influenza 


21 cases reported in the State. 


Jaundice (Epidemic) 


2 cases from Los Angeles County. 


Malaria 
2 cases from Los Angeles County. 


Meningitis (Epidemic) 


5 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 3, Orange 1, 
San Mateo 


Ophthalmia Neonatorum 
One case from Los Angeles County. 


Paratyphoid Fever 


. - cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 8, California 


* Data regarding the other reportable diseases not listed herein, 
may be obtained upon request. 


** Cases charged to ‘‘California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness traveling 
about the State throughout the incubation period of the disease. 
These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 


printed in CALIFORNIA STATE PRINTING OFFICE 


Poliomyelitis | 
3 cases from the following counties: Alameda 1, Fresno 2. 


Rabies (Animal) 
3 cases from Los Angeles County. 


Relapsing Fever 
One case from Mono County. 


Rheumatic Fever 


7 cases from the following counties: Kern 1, Los Angeles 1, 
San Diego 2, San Francisco 3. : 


Tetanus 


6 cases from the conlabienie counties: Fresno 1, Los Angeles 2 
Madera 1, Orange 1, San Bernardino 1. 


Tularemia 
One case from Yolo County. 


Typhoid Fever 
One case from Los Angeles County. 


‘Undulant Fever 


5 cases from the following counties: Humboldt 1, Los Angeles 2, 
Sonoma 2. | 


The California State Department of Public 
{ Health is proud of the members of its staff who 


| have entered the armed forces of the United 


States. It is with a sense of great pride that 
the names of the following men who have 
entered such forces are listed here: 


UNITED STATES NAVY 


| Lloyd P. Bascom > 
Aleor Browne 
O. L. Butterfield 
dames R. Keefer 
Francis J. Lenehan 
Rollyn E. Malde 
K. B. Mansfield 

| John Martin, M.D. 
Jack W. Pratt 
Don Roberts 
Robert E. Ryan 


UNITED STATES ARMY 


Ray Atkinson, M.D. 

| Beckwith Clark 

Jules Comroe, M.D. 
Leon Comroe, M.D. 
Joseph Copeland, M.D. 
| Sidney F. Dommes, Jr. 
| Robert Dyar, M.D. 

J. J. Fitzgerald, M.D. 

| Herbert B. Foster 

} George Husser, M.D. 
Edward Maher, M.D. 
Richard Peters 

| Julius R. Scholtz, M.D. 
Joseph B. Smith 


UNITED STATES MARINES 
John Cruzan 


‘ University of California 
| Medical 
4rd & Parnassus Aves. 
San Francisco, Calif. 
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